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Just imagine if 
this was true for to-
night’s game:

“It’s time for 
Dodger baseball! 
Welcome to the first 
game of the 2017 
World Series here 
at Dodger Stadium 
in beautiful Rancho 
Cucamonga!”

It probably never came 
close to actually happening, 
but there was a move afoot 
60 years ago to convince 
the Los Angeles-bound 
Brooklyn Dodgers to build 
their stadium in today’s 
Rancho Cucamonga. And 
the price was right.

“Dodgers Offered Free 
Site for Stadium in Eti-
wanda” was the headline of 
the Ontario Daily Report on 
Sept. 11, 1957.

The Dodgers, set to play 
their first season on the 
West Coast in 1958, had run 
into some difficulty getting 
approval for building a sta-
dium in Chavez Ravine.

Thus appeared an of-
fer sent to Dodgers owner 
Walter O’Malley from 
Charles R. Latimer, real es-
tate broker and future On-
tario mayor. He represented 
landowner Donald F. Dun-
can, chairman of the Dun-
can Parking Meter Corp. of 

Chicago and, among 
other things, maker 
of Duncan yo-yos.

The offer was 300 
acres of free land to 
the Dodgers, about 
half of the square 
mile of agricultural 
property owned by 
Duncan bounded on 
the south by Foot-

hill, the west by Milliken 
Avenue, the north by Base 
Line Road and the east near 
Rochester Avenue. Latimer 
valued the Dodger deal at 
$1.2 million.

He told the newspaper 
that the land had earlier 
been offered to Chaffey Ju-
nior College for a new cam-
pus location.

In an Associated Press 
article, Latimer was asked 
about the distance the land 
for the stadium was from 
downtown Los Angeles.

“That was discussed, but 
I don’t think it is remote,” 
Latimer said. “As Mr. Dun-
can said, our site is within 
an hour’s driving time from 
5 million people.”

Obviously, Duncan may 
have known yo-yos, but 
didn’t have a good under-
standing of Southern Cali-
fornia driving times, even 
then.

Two days later, Latimer 

was asked by O’Malley’s of-
fice to meet with Joe Crider, 
who was the Dodger rep-
resentative in Los Ange-
les. However, that same day, 
the Los Angeles City Coun-
cil voted 11-3 to approve an 
agreement with the Dodg-
ers for the Chavez Ravine 
land.

That pretty much ended 
any hope for an Inland Em-
pire stadium. Six decades 
later, just a long fungo hit 
from the site is the Epicen-
ter, the stadium of the Ran-
cho Cucamonga Quakes, a 
Dodgers farm club.

Local star
This year’s Dodgers have 

been called a blue-collar 
team with a lot of hard-
nosed players and a differ-
ent hero seemingly every 
game.

There was a World Se-
ries team of the past with 
a similar cast of charac-
ters, including one with In-
land Empire connections. It 
was the 1934 St. Louis Car-
dinals, affectionately called 
the Gashouse Gang for its 
ragtag uniforms and rough 
outlook.

The Cards had right 
fielder Jack Rothrock, who 
would later work and live 
in San Bernardino. He died 

there in 1980 and is buried 
in Colton.

Before joining St. Louis, 
he had kicked around base-
ball for a decade with-
out achieving great suc-
cess. His most notable foot-
note came in 1928 with the 
Red Sox when he became 
the first major leaguer to 
play every position during 
a season.

But in his first year for 
St. Louis in 1934, Rothrock 
played every game and led 
the league with 647 at-bats. 
That team, featuring future 
Hall of Famers Dizzy Dean, 
Leo Durocher and Frankie 
Frisch, won the World Se-
ries in seven games against 
the Detroit Tigers.

And while Rothrock was 
a less-remembered member 
of the Gashouse Gang, he 
led the team in that World 
Series with six RBIs, driv-
ing in two in the 8-3 St. 
Louis win in the opener 
and two more with a tri-
ple in Game 3, won by St. 
Louis 4-1.

In the 3-1 Game 5 loss 
to the Tigers he got called 
out while standing in the 
batter’s box. Tiger catcher 
Mickey Cochrane tried to 
throw out a runner stealing, 
but hit the bat of Rothrock, 
who was called out for in-

terference.
“I never took the bat off 

my shoulder,” he told the 
AP. “How the hell could I 
have interfered with him? 
He simply hit my bat and 
then squawks.”

Frisch, both Cards’ man-
ager and second baseman, 
praised Rothrock for his te-
nacity.

“Rothrock, our right 
fielder, hasn’t been getting 
much attention in this se-
ries but he’s playing mar-
velous ball,” Frisch said in 
an AP article on Oct. 6. “He 
hasn’t missed a single in-
ning all season.”

Rothrock would play only 
one other season for the 
Cards, with his last year in 
the majors being 1937. He 
became a manager, heading 
the San Bernardino Stars, a 
California League team that 
disbanded in the middle of 
the 1941 season.

Rothrock, born in Long 
Beach, did engineering 
work at the port for the mil-
itary during World War II 
and was a minor league 
manager for a few years af-
terward, according to the 
Society for American Base-
ball Research. In his later 
years, he worked for the 
San Bernardino Parks De-
partment.

Unlike today’s free-
swinging players, Rothrock 
made a lot more contact 
at the plate. In 283 games 
with St. Louis, he walked 
106 times and struck out 
only 85.

Nothing spooky
Game No. 6 of the World 

Series, if it lasts that long, 
is set for Halloween night 
when there’s a don’t-miss 
opportunity for history 
buffs. The night is the an-
nual tour of the Spadra 
cemetery, 2850 W. Pomona 
Blvd., Pomona.

The Historical Society 
of Pomona Valley will hold 
45-minute tours of the an-
cient cemetery beginning at 
7 p.m. with the last tour at 
midnight; long after the last 
out. The tour is unusual, 
interesting and dark, but 
there are no known spooks 
likely to scare visitors.

Cost is $15. Students with 
IDs are $10. Details: 909-
623-2198.

Baseball and history, a 
perfect Halloween grand 
slam.

Joe Blackstock writes on 
Inland Empire history. 
He can be reached at joe.
blackstock@gmail.com or 
Twitter @JoeBlackstock.
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The Dodger stadium that wasn’t in Etiwanda
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hours of community ser-
vices, which can be ful-
filled by participating in 
youth court.

Boutwell, one of three 
deputy district attorneys 
who volunteer, said he’s 
seen the benefits.

“It’s a great to see how 
it’s developed and evolved,” 
he said.

Schools or law officers 
refer students to the pro-
gram, in which they and 
their parents must agree 
to participate. Accusa-
t ions range from nui-
sances to ser ious of-
fenses such as vandal-
ism or drug possession.

Students who don’t ful-
fill their “sentence” are re-
ferred back to their school 
or to law enforcement.

That doesn’t happen 
very often.

“Most of them are taking 
it to heart,” Boutwell said.

The program draws 
about 60 jurors per session 
from Jurupa Valley Unified 
School District’s six sec-
ondary schools.

“We try to make it as 
much as an actual court-
room as possible,” said 
Ilsa Garza-González, the 
school district ’s direc-
tor of administrative ser-
vices, who oversees the 
program.

De La Cruz is a regu-
lar. The 16-year-old senior, 
a member of Patriot High 
School’s mock trial team, 
has participated since the 
program began.

“It’s a great experience,” 
he said. “I’ve been able to 
help students … and ensure 
they have a better future if 
they choose to complete the 
program.”

Jurupa Valley school 
board member Silv ia 
Ortega, who attended Ju-
rupa schools, visited Sat-
urday and praised the pro-
gram.

“It’s an honor to wit-
ness how our student lead-

ers volunteer in such im-
portant practices,” she 
said. “S tudent  jurors 
help their peers become 
aware of ways to correct 
behav iors  to  prevent 

suspensions and expul-
sions. Being exposed to 
a cour t  set t ing g ives 
our students a real-life 
opportunity to be social 
change agents.”
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The 2017 Models of Aca-
demic Excellence  
and Innovation are:
READING WORKSHOP: 
CLOSING THE GAP
School: Arlanza Elemen-
tary School, Alvord Unified 
School District

Details: The program aims 
to establish an equitable 
learning environment for 
students.

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR 
INTERVENTION AND 
SUPPORTS MENTOR 
PROGRAM — PBIS 
CONNECTIONS
School: Palm Elementary 
School, Beaumont Unified 
School District

Details: The program teams 
the school’s highest-risk 
students with high school 
athletes, who are expected 
to be respectful, respon-
sible, and safe in order to 
participate in sports.

EQUITY THROUGH A  
MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM  
OF SUPPORT
School: Three Rings Ranch 
Elementary School, Beau-
mont Unified School District

Details: The program fo-
cuses on equity for students 
amid the school’s diverse 
population.

DUAL LANGUAGE 
IMMERSION PROGRAM
School: Garretson Elemen-
tary School, Corona-Norco 
Unified School District

Details: The program allows 
students to learn to speak, 
read and write in both  
Spanish and English.

“ALL STAR” FOSTER  
YOUTH PROGRAM
School: Roosevelt High 
School, Corona-Norco  
Unified School District

Details: The program allows 
campus and district staff 
and community partners to 
work together to support 

students who are foster 
children.

NEXT GENERATION 
SCIENCE STANDARDS 
IMPLEMENTATION
District: Jurupa Unified 
School District

Details: The program uses 
the state’s Next Generation 
Science Standards.

PROJECT MOVING 
FORWARD
School: Seneca Elementary 
School, Moreno Valley Uni-
fied School District

Details: The program 
introduces the vocabulary 
element of language and 
literacy.

THE UNI WAY — 
PBIS, RESTORATIVE 
PRACTICES, AND STUDENT 
ENGAGEMENT
School: University Heights 
Middle School, Riverside 
Unified School District

Details: The school cre-
ated a comprehensive plan 
to guide how it builds a 
successful school in terms 
of academics and student 
engagement.

COLLABORATIVE SAI 
MODEL, BOULDER RIDGE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
School: Romoland School 
District

Details: The program 
increases inclusionary 
practices for students with 
special education services in 
elementary schools.

COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 
COUNSELING PROGRAM
District: San Jacinto Uni-
fied School District

Details: School counselors 
roles have been changed 
from a reactive to a proac-
tive model that uses data to 
drive decisions and goals.

OTHER HONOREES

ACLU’s San Bernardino of-
fice, said he was alerted of 
the case late last week and 
is trying to obtain all the 
details. Based on the ini-
tial work, Nolasco said 
he is  concerned that 
Rios might have never 
been provided documen-
tation that immigration 
authorities had been no-
tified of her case, a pos-

sible v iolat ion of the 
Truth Act.

Indiv iduals that are 
booked at sherif f ’s de-
pa r tment  ja i l  f a c i l i -
ties are advised of their 
charges as well as finger-
printed, photographed 
and medically screened. 
Those f ingerprints are 
shared with the Depart-
ment of Justice as well as 
federal and state agen-
cies, which means ICE 
receives not i f icat ions 
of inmates when a per-
son is booked, said Jodi 

Miller, spokeswoman for 
the sheriffs.

“If ICE wants to in-
vestigate individual in-
mates further, they will 
send the sher if f ’s de-
par tment not i f icat ion 
of their desire to inter-
view or detain an inmate,” 
Miller said.

San Bernardino County 
Sheriffs denied claims it vi-
olated state law.

“The Department is in 
full compliance with the 
TRUTH Act requiring Cal-
ifornia law enforcement 

agencies to notify all in-
mates when ICE requests 
an interview, issues an im-
migration detainer, and re-
quests any inmate’s infor-
mation,” Miller said.

Both Miller and Bai-
ley said the department 
does not honor immi-
gration detainers. Miller 
added that the depart-
ment does not transfer 
custody of an inmate un-
less it has received have 
a warrant signed by a 
federal judge.

“It is ICE’s sole respon-
sibility to arrest any per-
son on federal immigra-
tion laws,” Miller said.

Rios was encountered by 

agents outside the deten-
tion center, and based on 
questions she answered, 
was detained, ICE spokes-
woman Lauren Mack said.
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Space for generations.
Reserve your family

location today.

1240 W. G Street Ontario, CA 91762

(909) 986-1201

Large enough to help,
small enough to care.

1-800-848-0905

Inland Memorial, Inc.
$69500

COMPLETE CREMATION
WE OWN OUR OWN CREMATORY

$2495
TRADITIONAL FUNERAL

INCLUDES CASKET

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
fd1678
fd1758
fd282

fd2207
fd2240

STONE FUNERAL HOME
355 East 9th Street

Upland, Ca FD#272

(909) 982-1369

For Service Information

On Families We

Are Serving

PLEASE VISIT US

www.stonefuneralhomeupland.com

or Call Our Office
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